KERTAS MAKLUMAN DARI KEMENTERIAN PERDAGANGAN ANTARABANGSA DAN INDUSTRI MALAYSIA

NEW COMMISSION PROPOSAL ON TOY SAFETY
· The Commission has recently proposed measure to improve toy safety by strengthening EU rules for the marketing of toys that are produced in or imported into the EU, especially those relating to the use of chemical substances:  

· prohibit the use of carcinogenic, mutagenic or toxic for reproduction substances;
· reduce the allowed limits of certain dangerous chemical substances like lead or mercury;
· prohibit allergenic fragrances;
· oblige toy manufacturers to issue appropriate warnings to improve the level of prevention of accidents;
· strengthen the rules to prevent accidents caused by small parts in toys;
· ban toys which are firmly attached to a food product at the moment of consumption and which require food to be consumed before getting access to the toy;
· require toy manufacturers to establish comprehensive technical information for all their toys to allow market surveillance authorities to check the design and manufacture of the toys;

· foresee testing of toys through independent laboratories;

and

· increase the visibility of the CE mark on toys.

· The proposal is aimed to:

· strengthen manufacturers and importers responsibility in ensuring that toys imported into the EU are safe;

· establish new and higher safety requirements to cope with recently identified hazards;

and
· enhance the market surveillance and control obligations of Member States, including penalties.

· The Commission proposal is currently being discussed with the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers, to be adopted in a co-decision procedure.

Comments

· Debate is raging on the CE marking placed by manufacturers on their products to indicate that they comply with EU legislation, particularly with regard to its effectiveness.  It has been argued that the recent case of Chinese-made toys taken off the EU market already bore the CE marking.  According to the EU, the marking is not supposed to serve as information for consumers but more of a declaration of conformity.

· The Commission is carrying out a feasibility study on the creation of an additional marking on goods providing consumer information.  

PAGE  
2

